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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


My dear F riends 


Community, and of the Town and Neighbourhood 
of Huddersfield in particular, (to which I am 
attached by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Gratitude and Affectionz) 
could alone have induced me to addreſs You, in this public 
Manner. Hitherto unknown in. the literary World, I feel 
not the leaſt Deſire to emerge from my preſent Obſcurity. 
Uſefulneſs, not Fame, is my Object; and, ſhould the follow- 
ing Addreſs in any Meaſure produce the Effect I intend 
by it; I ſhall not repine at the ſeverity of Criticiſm, or 
feel the Sneers of Infidelity, . or Profaneneſs.—I pretend not 
to be wholly indifferent to Cenſure and Applauſe; but, 
whilit the latter is allowed to the Deſign, I ſhall not be 
diſappointed, if denied to the Execution. 


A SINCERE Deſire to promote the Welfare of the 


I ADoPT this Mode of addreſſing You from a Hope, that 
what You read, may be more attended to, than what You 
hear. Public Diſcourſes aie too frequently liſtened to with 
the molt careleſs Indifference, and of courſe produce little 
or no laſting Effect: whilſt an Addreſs of this familiar 
Nature, has at leaſt the Probability of being read, with 
ſome Degree of Attention. Attention may lead to Re- 
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flection; and Reflection muſt be favourable to Truth. It 
ſeldom happens that Men are Infidels from the Reſult of 
Conſideration, ſo much as from the Want of it: that they 
are led into Error, ſo much by their Judgment, as by neg- 
letting to conſult it. Tho' Paſſion may miſlead, —uſurp 
the Seat of Reaſon, —preclude the Exerciſe, or warp the 
Deciſions of it; yet right Reaſon is ever abhorrent from 
Vice. To excite the Attention, therefore, and to call 
forth the Powers of Reaſon, ſeem to promiſe Advantage to 
the Cauſe of Religion, and Virtue, With this Probability 
in View, I commit the Succeſs of my Undertaking to that 
Almighty Being who alone can enſyre it, 


NaTURAL Propenſities, ſtrengthened by long Habits of 
Indulgence, acquire an almoſt irreſiſtable Influence o'er the 
Mind. It is difficult for thoſe, who have been long ac- 
cuſtomed to do Evil, to learn to do well: and, one of the 
Fruits of a confirmed Habit is, an utter Averſion to every 
Thing that militates againſt it. Men are unwilling to be 
taught a Leſion that condemns them: — to admit a Doctrine 
which will diſturb their Peace, or compel them to part with 
an evi] Habit, made dear by long Indulgence. The Title 
of a Book, or the Name of the Author, not un frequently 
determine its Reception, with Numbers of Men: Prejudice 
as well as Habit, diſpoſing them at once to reject, or con- 
demn, according to the avowed Object of the one, or their 
Opinion of the other. This is no where more verified, 
than in Publications on religious Subjects: the Adherents 
of one Sect diſdaining, nay even holding it criminal, to 
peruſe the Works of ſuch Authors, as are attached to 
another Sect. But how is Truth likely to be affected by 
ſuch Proceeding? Can any Man form a rational Judgment 
between two Opinions, who has only confidered the Argu- 
ments in Favor of ene? A partial View of a Subje& muſt 
lead to a partial Concluſion: Prejudice muſt thereby acquire 
additional Strength, and gradually gain ſuch Aſcendency 
over the Mind, as will effectually prevent the nearer 
Approach of Truth. i 
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WHATEVER Obſtacles may be thrown in the Way of 
this Addreſs, from an Attachment to Habits, which it 
will not approve; I would willingly remove any Oppoſition 
that may aiiſe from Prejudice.—With this View, let me 
aſſure You, I am not writing to ſupport an Opinion, or 
to promote the Intereit of a Party: for, I place no Streſs 
upon Opinions, further than as they are ſubſervient to the 
Intereſts of true Piety and Virtue; and every ſincere Fol- 
lower of Chriſt, of whatſoever Denomination he may be, 
is to me a Chrittian and a Brother. The Subject of this 
Addreſs is a moſt important Part of religious Practice; 
and, however You may differ in Sentiment, as to Matters 
of Theory, there can but be one Opinion, with regard to 
the Neceſſity of Practice, Let me then beſpeak your Can- 
dour, and requeſt your impartial Peruſal cf the following 
Lines: they may eventually ſerve, but I hope, they cannot 
injure You, 


THE Object that I have in View, in this Addreſs, and 
which it is my Heart's Defire, and Prayer to God to 
promote, is, the decent and devout Obſervation of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath. I know vo Source more productive of 
Eviis, to Individuals and the Community, —both in its 


immediate Effects and more remote Conſequences, than 


the Breach and Profanation of this Day. To convince 
You, that it is ſo, I will offer the following Obſervations. 


„THE Negle& and Profanation of the Sabbath has a 
e natural Tendency, to weaken the Impreſſions and remove 
„ the Reſtraints of religious Fear; and conſequently to 
< introduce a numerous Train of Evils into Society.“ 


Ir cannot be expected that Men, who are Strangers, 
to the Worſhip of God, and to his ſacred Word, can have 
any juſt Ideas of him; but, juſt Ideas of God, muſt be 
neceſſary to Religion and Virtue. It is rather to be feared, 
that ſuch Men will have no Ideas of God at all: that He 
will not be in all, or any of their Thoughts; and Men 
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who never think of God, will of courſe live, as without 
God, in the World: Now, a Courſe of living contrary to 
that which Religion recommends, muſt gradually ſubdue 
religious Impreſſions, where any have exiſted; and, an 
habitual Forgetfulneſs of God, from whom proceed all 


the Obligations and Sanctions of Religion, muſt remove 


the Reſtraints of religious Fear. 


A TrovcHT of God will obtrude itſelf ſometimes on 
the moſt hardened Heart, which cannot be unaccompanicd 
with Fear; but, as the Thought, ſo is the Fear of God, 
but momentary. There mutt be a ſettled habitual Reverence 
of God, to produce an uniform Obſervance of his Will; 
whilt a total Fotgetfulneſs of the one, muſt cauſe a total 
Neglect of the other. Thus, religious Fear, the Bond of 
Peace, —the Cement of Socicty,—the ſtrongeſt Security of 
public and private Rights, is wholly done away ;—and, in 
it's Place, lawleſs, abandoned Licentiouſneſs rules abſolute, 
impelling it's devoted Subjects through progreſſive Guilt, 
till the Meaſure of their Enormities be filled, and Juſtice 
put a Period at once, to their Crimes and Lives.—Do not 
then, the Neglect, and Profanation of the Sabbath open a 
Door to innumerable Evils and Miſchiefs ?=May we not 
to this Source, trace moſt of the Crimes and Offences, 
which crowd our Jails, and multiply capital Puniſhments 
to a Degree before unknown ?—Many Inftances have 
occurred, where Convicts have declared, that the Breach 
of the Sabbath was the leading Cauſe of all their Misfor- 
tunes. The Words of dying Men arc generally entitled to 
ſome Degree of Credit; that they are fo in this Caſe, will 
more fully appear from a ſhort View of thoſe Steps, which 
not uncommonly lead to finiſhed Villainy. 


IT is uſual for Perſons, who employ not the Sabbath in 
Acts of Devotion, to abuſe it to the Purſuit of Pleaſure. 
This Phantom is purſued in various Modes, as different 
Inclinations prompt :—as Faſhion in the different Degrees 
of Life may lead; or, as Opportunity and Ability may 
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or 


permit .. 


1 
permit. The lower Orders of Men, generally ſpeaking, 
and eſpecially thoſe who are confined by Labour or Bufineſs 
on other Days, have no higher Gratification than that of 
reſorting to a neighbouring Feaſt, or Alehouſe ; where the 
Sabbath is profaned by Quarrels, Blaſphemies and Exceſs 


and the Pain and Trouble of thinking is removed, by 
taking away the Power. 


Now, my Friends, what are the Conſequences of the 
Sabbath being ſo ſpent? Beſides an increaſing  Indifference 
to religious Obligations, what was at firſt only occaſional, 
ſoon becomes conſtant: what would not formerly have paſſed 
without fome uneaſy Thoughts of it's Impropriety, now 
wholly eſcapes the Notice of Conſcience, Love of Exceſs 
acquires Strength by Indulgence. The Money, which is 
wanted for the Support of a Family at Home, or, for the 
unhappy Man's' own Support during the Remainder of the 
Week, is ſquandered in Riot,—Difficulty and Diſtreſs are 
brought on :—perhaps the Loſs of Employment, —Diſmiſſion 
from Service, increaſe thoſe Diftculties.—He flies for Refuge 
from Diſtreſs, to the very Cauſe which produced it. And 
now, his Deſires increaſing with his Want of Means to 
gratify them, He is enticed to Acts of Meanneſs, Fraud, 
and Impoſition. Excluded from lawful Employments, and 
deprived of the Opportunity of ſupporting himſelf, by his 
own honeſt Induſtry, he betakes himſelf to ſecret, and 
illegal Callings.—He eſcapes the Hand of Juſtice through 
the miſtaken Lenity of Perſons he has injured, or through 
the Art and Caution with which his Fears ſupply him. Suc- 
ceſs emboldens him,—paſt Impunity betrays him into Security. 
He becomes an open Depredator on the Public, and finiſhes 
a long Courſe of Impiety, which originated in his Neglect 
of religious Worſhip, by yielding up his Life—a Forfeit 
to the injured Laws of his Conntry, or (more horrible!) * 
a deſperate Act of Seli-Murder. 


By ſuch Steps as theſe do Men frequently arrive at the 
4 Summit of Wickedneſs, producing to Society innumerable 
,  Miſchiefs 
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Mifchiefs, and bringing on themſelves conſummate Wretch- 
edneſs and Miſery. Is it not then of the utmoſt Importance, 
to guard againit the firtt Approach to Evils ſuch as theſe ? 
No Man becomes at once a hardened Sinner, or ſees the 
future Dangers of his firſt Deviations from Rectitude.— He 


propoſes to himſelf to go thus far and no further. —He wil! 


not go to Church to Day, for he has other Engagements; 
but then, he does not intend to repeat this Omiſſion. But, 
this firſt Neglect prepares him for a ſecond, with leſs Scruple. 
—He is thus led forward by almoſt imperceptible Degrees 
wholly to decline the Worſhip of God. The Knowledge and 
Fear of God are then ſoon forgotten, —and freed irom thofe 
troubleſome Reſtraints, he has Nothing to dread but human 
Laws. He thinks they may be eluded—He may eſcape 
Detection —or at lealt evade their utmoſt Rigour.— He there- 
fore gives the Rein to his Deſires, and, by a Life of com- 
plicated Guilt, fully demonſtrates, how ineffectual are human 


Laws to ſtop the Current of Vice, when once the Reſtraint of 
religious Fear is removed. 


THUs, it is manifeſt, that the Neglet and Profanation 
of the Sabbath, has a Tendency to leſſen the San&ions of 
religious and moral Obligation ;—and conſequently to intro- 
duce a numerous Train of Evils and Miſchiefs into Society. 
Is not this Conſideration enough to guard every reaſonable 
Man, againſt a Practice fo big with Danger to himſelf, and 
the Community ?—Every Man is interefted in this Reflection 
—for, with the Security and Welfare of the Community, 
his own, are moſt intimately connected. 


I HAVE hitherto confined myſelf to fuch Obſervations as 
are of a temporal Nature ;—let us now reaſon together in a 
more ſerious Manner, and view this Subject in a more folemn 
Light.—The pernicious Effects of neglecting, and forgetting 
God, ſtop not here: they will be more ſeverely felt hereafter. 
You may here perhaps ſcatter the Seeds of Iniquity in 
Triumph : —your Situation and Circumſtances may preſerv: 
You above Temptation to commit thoſe Crimes, to whict. 


poorer 
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poorer Wretches are expoſed :—You may maintain an 
Appearance of Integrity, and paſs through Life with Reſpect: 
but yet—a Day of Harveſt will come, when You muft 
reap accordingly as You have ſown. Let us examine there- 
fore how far the Negle& and Profanation of the Sabbath may 
be likely to affect You, in the great Day of Account, when 
We mutt enter on an eternal Sabbath in Heaven, or, be 


doom'd to everlaſting Deſtrution from the Preſence of the 
Lord, 


Can You, my Friends, give a greater Proof of your Diſ- 
| regard to God, than by neglecting to worſhip him—or by 
devoting that Day, which he has ſet apart for ſacred Uſes, to 
any worldly Employ -ment—whether of Buſineſs, or Pleaſure ? 
Is one Day in ſeven too much to be appropriated to the 
Service of him, from whom we received our Being, our 
Faculties, and every Thing we enjoy? to whoſe good Plea- 
ſure we owe it, that we at this Moment exiſt, =to whoſe 
Goodneſs and Mercy We are every Hour indebted, —and 
whoſe every Diſpenſation is intended to reclaim, to ſave, and 
bleſs us? What can You expect, if You deny him fo reaſon- 
able a Service, but that He will withdraw his Protection from 
You? Do you believe in his revealed Word ?—Read there 
(Rom. 1.) the dreadful Conſequences of God's leaving Men 
to themſelves :—giving them up to a Mind void of Judgment. 
—Alas! what greater Miſery could befal You. By God 
forſaken, You are expoſed to all the Guilt, your Nature is 
capable of arriving at,—and to all the Miſery you are capable 
of enduring.—To your Sins there will be a Period—the 
wicked mult ceaſe from troubling in the Grave: but the 
Puniſhment of Sin will endure for ever,-the Worm will 
never die, the Fire will never be quenched. 


Your Employment of the Sabbath, my Friends, may not 
be fo groſs and ſenſual as that of the lower Sort of People, 
nor ſo injurious in it's Conſequences to the Community, except 
an the deſtructive Inftucnce of bad Example. You may have 
Gratifications of a more refined Nature, and may paſs the 
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Day agreeably in ſome little Excurſion, or in ſome private 
Party of your Friends; but, remember, that every Employ- 
ment of the Sabbath, which has not God for it's ObjeR, and 
his Service for the Subject of it, however innocent you may 
imagine it, is a Perverſion of that divine Inftitution :— . 
amounts to a Contempt of God :;—a preference of fome ſelfiſſi 
Gratification to the Worſhip of God: an Indulgence of your 
Bodies, hazarding the Perdition of your Souls. 


SIMILAR Canſes will always produce ſimilar Effects. The 
Negle& and Profanation of the Sabbath, will prove a Source 
of Miſery to You, who are in affluent, as well as thoſe who: 
are in needy, Circumſtances. Alt is a firſt Step to your caſting 
off your Subjection to God: it expoſes You to the Influence 
of thoſe popular Opinions which are now daily getting 
Ground amongſt us: your Minds inſenfibly loſe the lively 
Ideas of God: your Hearts become leſs ſuſceptible of reli- 
gious Impreſſions: You begin to he unſettled in your Prin- 
ciples, and to doubt the Reality of thoſe Truths, which arc 
become troubleſome to You: You meet with Men who have 
travelled the ſame Road before You, and reached the laſt 
Stage of Infidelity: they ridicule your Scruples, and laugh 
at your remaining Fears :—they ſucceed in their firſt Attempts 
to degrade the Author, and Founder of your Religion, and 
thereby to lefſen the Authority of it's Sanctions: You are 
prevailed on to deny the Lord that bought You, and then, 
there is but one Step more—to deny the God who made You. 
Infidels in Practice, are eaſily converted into Infidels. in . 
Theory: — t 's for their preſent Eaſe to be ſo, —a Circum- 
ſtance that will outweigh a thouſand Arguments. There is 
not indeed much Difference ;—only while there is any Spark of 
Religion remaining, one may hope that Mercy will at ſome 
Time blow it into a Flame; but avowed Infidelity precludes + 
even Hope—Charity itſelf is ſilenced, nor dares to breathe 1. 
out a Prayer, for Men who deny the God to whom Prayer is FF 
addreſt. My Friends, Ye know not what Ye do. When 
you forſake God, your Situation is more dangerous as to its 


future Effect, than his, whoſe Impiety expoſes him to et 
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IIls. He is ſometimes awakened by the Hand of Juſtice, to 


a Senſe of pait Errors. He finds that even here Puniſhment 


h1s overtaken him—and his Fears look forward to that dread 
Tribunal before which he, and all Men muſt one Day ſtand. 
Horror ſeizes him—and in the Anguiſh of his Soul he ex- 
claims, „O wretched Man that I am! Who ſhall deliver 
me from the Body of this Sin?” —His very Soul is melted 
into Fears of contrite Sorrow: and a broken Heart and con- 
trire Spirit, God will not defpiſe :—to the labouring and 
heavy laden, He will give Reſt, to the repentuig and beheving 
Sinner, Pardon, 


Bur, You are blinded by Profperity—Your Vices are of 
a more refined Nature, fuch as human Laws do not extend 
to, Pride, Luxury, Avarice, Meanneſs, and a long Train 


of guilty Paſſions, find eaſy Admiſſion to the Heart forſaken 


by God. You poſſeſs the Means of Gratification—and 


drink in largely of the ſweet Poiſon of Sin. Thought, 


Refleftion, Fear, are loſt in a conſtant Succeſſion and Variety 
of guilty Pleaſures; and, humanly ſpeaking, there 1s not 
a Probability of your being rouſed to a Senſe of Danger, 
till you find yourſelves in the midſt of Torment. 


SUCH, my Friends, are the dreadful Effects of neglecting 
God.—Should You not guard therefore againſt the firft Inlet 
to Sin, by obſerving his Sabbaths, attending his Worſhip, by 
reading and hearing his holy Word? Your Mind continually 
refreſhed by juſt Repreſentation of God, contemplating him 
as a Being, of infinite Perfection and Purity—of Juſtice and 


Vengeance againſt Sin—of Love and Mercy to converted Sin- 
+ ners :—Your Heart enlivened and elevated in frequent De- 


votion, will be ſtrengthened againſt all your Enemies, nor 


will Temptation be able to prevail over You, for God will 
be your Strength and your Shield. If you truſt in Him, You 


will never be confounded. —He is the Rock of Ages—on 
which if You build, You will ſtand firm through Time, and 


Eternity, —the Gates of Hell ſhai; ncver prevail againſt You, 
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Sou of You perhaps have long indulged yourſelves in 
the occaſional Breach of the Sabbath, and are not yet 
ſenſible of the bad Effects I have mentioned. If ſo, blets 
God for his forbearing Mercy—but let not Mercy embolden 
You to ſin, or more daringly provoke him. Do not imagine 
that becauſe Sentence is not executcd againſt your evil Works 
ſpeedily, that therefore it will never be executed. —Puniſh- 
ment does not always overtake Offenders in the ſame Stage, 
or in the ſame Way; and You may eſcape much temporal 
Miſery, which even leſs Degrees of Guilt have brought on 
others. But know You not that Sin is a Flatterer the moſt 
dangerous and that one of it's diftinguiſhing Properties is, 


to Jull the Soul into a fatal Inſenſibility of Danger.—You 
may have therefore injured yourſelves more than You are 


aware. However, if the Breach of the Sabbath be, in any 
Inſtances, productive of Evil and Danger, it may be in your 
Caſe.—Riſk not therefore your Felicity on a mere Poſſibility, 
—for Probability is againſt Lou. Wiſdom bought by Ex- 
perience is ſometimes too late; but let Wiſdom guide your 
Steps, and walk after her Inſtructions, and You will ſurely: 
find that all her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
her Paths are Peace. | 


Mr Arguments have been chiefly addreſſed to your Fears, 

ather than to your Hopes; for, Fear is a Paſſion more caſily 
pe elpecially, when it is applied to preſent Evil, 
and Hope is directed towards Good chzefly future. Preſent 
Eaſe and Enjoyment. are preferred, whatever be the future 
Conſequence. We ſhun thoſe light Afflictions which are but 
for a Moment, though We thereby deprive ourſelves of that 
eternal Weight of Glory, treaſured up for the Redeemed. 


Bur know, that true Religion has even here it's unſpeak - 
able Comforts, the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and 
that Peace of Mind, which paſſeth all Underitanding :— 
Comforts which the World can neither give, nor take away 
and which as far ſurpais all the imaginary Enjoyments of 
finful Pleaſures, as the Heavens are hig her than the Earth.— 

: And 
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And yet, they are but ſlight Foretaſtes of that perfect Bliſs 
and Glory, which God hath prepared for thoſe who love him, 
and keep his Commandments. 


May we not now infer, that the devout Obſervation of the 
Sabbath, or, profane Breach of it—as having a Tendency 
to promote true Religion and Virtue, or, to produce Infidelity 
and Vice; is the Inftrument of ſecuring our preſent and 
future Felicity, or of plunging us into temporal and 
eternal Miſery ?—l think we may.—That I may not there- 
fore detain You longer on this Subject, I will content my- 
ſelf with referring You to a few Paſlages of Scripture, by 
Way of confirming the general Scope of this Addreſs—viz. 
—to convince You of the Evil and Danger oi profaning the 
Sabbath of the Lord; theſe Paiſages are to be found in 


Exod. XX.—XXxXIi. I4, &Cc.—Nehem. xiii. 15, 16, &c.— 


Iſai. Ivi. 2—lvili. 13.—Ezck. XXx. 13.— Xvi. 24. 


Ir my Ideas upon this Subject are juſt, can Vou, my dear 
Friends, guard too much againſt the Breach or Profanation 
of the Sabbath, even in the ſlighteſt Circumſtances Neceſ- 
ſity is ſometimes pleaded for the Exerciſe of particular Trades 
on this Day. What can it ever be neceitary for You to fin? 
has our wiſe and gracious God made the Dithculties of this 
Life fo great, that You can have no Leiſure to prepare for 
the next? or, are the Intereits of Time to be preferred to 
thoſe of Eternity? There is a Time for all Things—and 
ce ſix days ſhalt thou labour, and do all that thou haſt to do,” 
but, „ in the Sabbath of the Lord, thy God, thou ſhalt do 
no Manner of Work—neither thy Children—thy Servants— 
nor the Stranger that is within thy Gates. — Were You 
known to have determined, not to exerciſe your reſpective 
Callings, cr to fel] any Article on the Sabbath Day; Men 
would take Care to make every needful Provifion on the pre- 
ceeding Pay.—A. little Reſolution and Perſeverance would 
ſoon eſſect a deſirable Change, in this Reſpect, and one Habit 
would give Place to another, 
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Trrse Matters may appear, to many, trivial and unim— 
portant; but if fo in themſelves, they are not ſo in their 
Eitects. Every Evil is progreſſive and ariſes from ſmall 
Beginnings.—Trifles lead to Things more ſerious; and the 
Breach of the Sabbath in any one Reſpect, prepares the Mind 
and attords a Pretence for profaning it in more pernicious Ways, 
Can a Man follow his ordinary Buſinefs on the Sunday, 
without depriving himteit, or ſome of his Family, of 
the Opportunity of attending the public Wormip of God? 
Muſt it not alſo unhinge his Mind, and wholly uniit it for 
devotional Exerciſe ? Indeed, my Friends, you are not aware 
of half the Miichiets that reſult from this pernicious Practice. 
—To have one Day of Reft in the Week irom temporal 
Concerns, one would ſuppoſe, mult be defireable to every 
Man;—both as a Retreſhment from the Fatigues and Anxi- 
eties of Buknels, and, as Opportunity of attending to Mat- 
ters of far greater Moment, For theſe wile and benevolent 
Pu: poſes was the Sabbath inftituted :—Man's real Good was 
the Object of it; for, “the Sabbath was made for Man, and 
not Man for the Sabbath.” I beſeech You, therefore, 
Brethren, by the Mercies of God, not to throw away the 
proffered Bleiling from yourſelves, or your Families ;—let 
not the Things, which ſhould have been for your Good, 
become to You an Occaſion of falling: — do not perſevere in 
a Practice, ſo deſtructive in it's Effects, to yourtelves, your 
Families, and the Community ;—which admits of no Detence 

— ſcarcely, of any Palliation. 


LET me now addreſs myſelf to You, who net only neg- 
let the Worſhip of God and the Ordinances of Religion, 
but devote the Sabbath to Pleaſure, Company, and ſenſual 
Gratification.— Perhaps your Minds are not yet Proof againſt 
Entreaty, nor your Hearts hardened to the Call of Reaſon and 
Religion. Hear then, I entreat You the Voice of Love, 
which deſires to warn You of your Danger. I have no 
Intereſt in this Addreſs but what I feel for your Welfare. 
To promote your neareſt and beſt Intereſts is my Heart's 
fuſt Wiſn.— Receive this Addreſs then, as it is meant ;— 

nor 
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nor let it be written to You in Vain.—-No more profane the 
Sabbath of the Lard, by any unhallowed Courſes : avoid, on 
this Day, as you would do a Peſtilence, all public Places of 
Amuſement :—abltain from all Exceſs as from the moſt deadly 
Poiſon: —come to the Sanctuary of the Lord, and there 
learn the End of theſe Things : employ the Sabbath in Works 
of Devotion :—uſe diligently the Means of Grace ; walk in 
the Path, where Mercy meets the Elc& of God: look up to 
him, in this and all your Undertakings—be fervent in Prayer 
to God, and You ſhall ſoon have Cauſe to bleſs and praiſe him. 


LasTLY, My Friends, let me write a few Words to You, 
whoſe Situation in Life ſecures You a Degree of Influence, 
that gives peculiar Weight to your Example. The Manners 
of the common People generally receive their Bent and 
Character, from thoſe of their Superiors. Let me therefore, 
beſides the Confideration of a perſonal Nature, already urged, 
appeal to You as Friends, to the Welfare of the Community, 
and to the beſt Intereſts of Mankind. For your own Sakes—for 
the Sake of your Families, your Dependants, and the Public 
at large,—ſet a laudable Example of Regularity and Decency 
in the Obſervation of the Sabbath. Never was there a Time, 
which called more loudly for Reformation, than the preſent. 
Crimes and Offences are multiplied to a moſt alarming Degree; 
—and it is your Duty, as good Citizens, to ſtep forward, and 
endeavour to check the Progreſs of Vice and Immorality ;— 
and, as a moſt important Step towards this defirable Event, 
to promote the decent and devout Obſervation of the Sab- 
bath. But, as Chriſtians, Oh what a much ftronger Plea 
demands your Exertions: LovE, the Characteriſtic of 
your Religion, requires you not only to promote the temporal, 
but alſo the eternal Intereſts of your Fellow- Creatures. 
Come forward then in the- Cauſe of God and Man :---let 
good Advice, mild Perſuaſion, warm Entreaty prepare the 
Way; and let your own Examples ſhine out, as Lights to all 
around You. You will plead molt powerfully by your own 
Conduct: Example will give Life and Spirit to your Inſtruc · 
tions: your Families—your Dependants, and the Neighbour- 
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ing poor will be influenced to imitate, and will have future 
Cauſe to bleſs You. 


May that Almighty Being, who alone can order the unruly 
Wills and Aﬀections of ſinful Men, bleſs theſe my ſincere 
*Endeavours to ſerve You; and diſpoſe your Hearts and 
Minds towards the Attainment of everlaſting Life :---may 
you ail meet together in Heaven. and there enjoy 'an eternal 


Sabbath, in the uninterrupted Service of God and of the 
Lamb, molt fincerely prays, 


Your <tnevortby Servant in Chrift, 
TZOHN:' LOFE. 


HUDDERSFIELD, 
June 21ſt, 1786. 


P. 8. If Shopkeepers, and other Perſons in their reſpective 
Trades, would meet together, and come to a Reſolution not 
to work, or fell any articles on the Sabbath Day, they would 
ſoon be relieved from all Applications of that Nature: 
and as this Conduct would be general, no Offence could be 
taken at Indivicuals. You would experience much Comfort 
from adopting this Plan ;---And You would do to other 
Men an eſſential Service.--Let me hope, therefore, that 
ſome few Well-wiſners to Mankind, will exert themſelves to 
promote a general Agreement, amongft Perſons in Trade, not 
to work, or ſell any Articles on the Sabbath Day. 
A ſimilar Agreement entered into by tlie Keepers of Public- 
Houſes---not to ſel] any Liquor, further than needful Re- 
freſhment may require, would greatly contribute to the 
decent Obſervation of the Sabbath. | 
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